Virus therapy for bladder cancer.
Approximately 50,000 cases of superficial bladder cancer are diagnosed annually in the United States. Immunotherapy utilizing intravesical BCG is the most effective standard therapy for superficial transitional cell carcinoma of the bladder. Based on ease of administration, limited systemic dissemination, and the demonstrated activity of immunotherapy, superficial bladder cancer is an excellent target for virus based gene and immunotherapy. Thus far, clinical trials of virus therapy for bladder cancer have yielded mixed results. In this paper the results of several virus based clinical trials for bladder cancer are reviewed.